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Dear Parents,

It’s that time of year again! Students in grades K-8 will be participating in classroom speech
presentations. They will present to their classroom peers for a Speaking grade by the end of
February.

In Class Speech Presentation Need-to-Know:
e Students will select their grade level appropriate speech topic from the attached list.
e Studentsin 2" -8 grades may choose to have a conversation with a partner instead of
an individual speech (each student will have equal speaking time).
e Students will be scored using the attached rubric during their speech presentation.
e Students will receive their Speaking grade for the speech presentation by February 28,
e Kindergarten & 1°t grade:
o Up to a 3-minute speech including a self-introduction and the presentation.
o Props or posters are not required.
o 2M-8" grade:

o Upto a 5-minute speech including a self-introduction and the presentation.

o Props or posters are not required.

o Students in 2"9-8'™" grades will receive only minimal support from their teachers in
writing and preparing their speech presentation. The support provided can
include students consulting with their teachers for grammar and help with tones.
The limited support ensures students will demonstrate their true knowledge of
the topic chosen. Outside “tutoring” is not necessary for participants, as this
competition is based on what has been learned in the classroom.

The six students with the highest earned scores for each grade level will move on to
participate in the 11™" Annual Mandarin Speech Competition taking place on Monday, March
10" and 11th. The competition participants and their parents will be notified by February 28™.

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher, our Mandarin Program office at
623-445-7498 or Mrs. Cash, Mandarin Staff Mentor at kim.cash@dvusd.org.
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When: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 8:15 a.m. (grades 3-8)
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at 8:15 (grades K-2)
Where: Gavilan Peak Library

Who: The six individual students (K — 8" grades) and 3 pairs (2" — 8 grades) with the
highest earned scores for each grade level will present their speech to judges, Mandarin grade
level peers and parents.
Speech Competition Need-to-Know:

e Participants will be judged by Mandarin teachers from partnering DVUSD schools.

e Participants will be scored using the same rubric as used for the classroom speech
presentation.
e Kindergarten & 1°* grade:
o Up to a 3-minute speech including a self-introduction and the presentation.
o A poster to accompany the speech, created by the student is required.
o 2M_8%grade:
o Students are required to have a PowerPoint/Google Slide presentation to
accompany their speech.
= PowerPoint/Google Slide presentation must be emailed to Mrs. Cash
(kim.cash@dvusd.org) by Sunday, March 8t at 5:00 pm to be used in
the competition.

e Partner Competition Option: Students can choose to have a conversation with a partner
(2 students) for their presentation.
o The time for the conversation will be up to 6 minutes of equal amounts of
speaking for each student. They may use props to accompany the conversation.
o Conversation topics may be selected from the attached list.
o Students are able to compete in only ONE presentation; EITHER the individual
speech presentation OR the partner competition.

If you have questions, please contact your child’s teacher, our Mandarin Program office at
623-445-7498 or Mrs. Cash, Mandarin Staff Mentor at kim.cash@dvusd.org.

We are looking forward to another fantastic speech competition!
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